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SUMMARY 


The  temp  of  economic  activity  in  the  Province  continued  to  rise  thi-ough- 
out  the  past  few  weeks.  As  of  July  23rd,  195  5  >  there  were  an  estimated  2, 033 >000 
persons  with  jobs  in  Ontario,  an  increase  of  about  6l,000  in  relation  to  the  same 
period  of  1954.  Both  primary  and  secondary  industries  shared  in  this  increased 
activity  although  the  prevalence  of  vacation  periods  and  some  work  stoppages  served 
to  limit  the  expansion  of  employment  in  manufacturing.  Food  processing  plants  are 
generally  busy  with  the  current  canning  crops  and  employment  in  the  rubber  products, 
leather  goods  and  wood  and  paper  products  industries  continued  high. 

Reflecting  the  generally  higher  level  of  employment,  industrial  produc¬ 
tion  has  continued  to  rise.  The  output  of  pig  iron  and  steel  ingots,  for  example, 
in  five  months  of  this  year  were  28.4  percent  and  34.2  percent,  respectively,  higher 

than  last  year. 

The  total  value  of  retail  trade  in  June  -  $455*6  million  -  was  12  per¬ 
cent  above  the  same  month  in  1954.  In  the  first  half  of  19-55 >  retail  sales  exceeded 
the  similar  period  last  year  by  6.1  percent  to  establish  a  record  for  the  period. 
Sales  of  grocery  stores,  department  stores  and  outlets  handling  lumber  and  building 
material  also  established  all-time  records  in  the  first  half  of  this  year.  Sales  of 
new  motor  vehicles  in  the  first  six  months  of  1955  exceeded  those  of  195^  by  18.5 
percent  to  establish  an  additional  sales  record.  Estimates  of  department  stores 
sales  for  July,  1955  indicate  a  6.1  percent  increase  for  that  month  over  the  same 
month  last  year  and  for  the  week  ending  August  6,  1955 >  an  increase  of  13*1  percent 
was  recorded  in  relation  to  the  same  week  of  195^* 

Residential  and  engineering  construction  have  continued  to  push  building 
activity  to  record  levels.  Contracts  connected  with  the  St.  Lawrence  Power  develop¬ 
ment  and  several  new  housing  projects  are  recent  contributing  factors.  Contracts 
awarded  in  the  industrial  category  in  July  were  76  percent  greater  than  the  total  for 
July,  1954  largely  as  a  result  of  an  expansion  to  a  paper  mill  in  Northwestern 
Ontario . 

During  the  month  of  July  thirty-eight  factory  plans  valued  at  $50,000  or 
more  were  approved  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch  of  the  Ontario  Department  of 
Labour.  One  of  these,  involving  a  department  store  in  Ottawa,  was  valued  at  more 
than  $1.5  million. 

Other  indicators  confirm  the  generally  upward  trend  of  economic  activity 
in  the  Province.  The  value  of  cheques  cashed  and  life  insurance  sales  in  the  first 
half  of  1955  exceeded  the  same'  period  last  year  by  7.3  percent  and  21. 9  percent, 
respectively.  Consumption  of  electrical  energy  increased  10.4  percent  over  the 
same  period. 

NOTE:  In  this  issue  for  the  first  time  appear  several  statistical  tables  based  on  the 
newly  adopted  system  of  provincial  economic  regions.  As  more  data  become  avail 
able,  additional  statistics  will  be  presented  on  this  basis. 
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INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


INDICATORS 

UNIT  DATE 

CURRENT 

FIGURE 

YEAR  TO 
DATE 

1955M 

4  or  - 

SAME 
MONTH 
1955/5*+ 
+  or  - 

CURRENT 

PREVIOUS 

MONTH 

4  or  - 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index(l)  June 

112.8 

- 

0.5 

~v 

+  1.9 

4 

$ 

2-3 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Index (l)  June 

162.3 

4 

3.0 

+  6.9 

4 

2.3 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index (2)  May 

264.2 

+ 

5.6 

4  7.6 

4 

2.1 

Manufacturing  (Ont.  50$) 

Index (2)  May 

273.3 

+ 

3.9 

4  7.6 

4 

1-9 

Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  May 

327.3 

+ 

3-2 

+  9.1 

4 

0.3 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  May 

238.8 

+ 

4-5 

+  6.2 

4 

3-3 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

'000  Tons  May 

284.3 

4 

28.4 

+  59-1 

4 

4.4 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  78$) 

'000  Tons  May 

376.2 

4 

34.2 

4  48.7 

4 

6.5 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 

Million  lbs. May 

30.5 

4 

12.2 

+  14.2 

4 

3.0 

Automobiles  (Ont.  98$) 

( ' 000 )  May 

58.4 

+ 

4-3 

4  52.7 

4 

8.0 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont. 73$)  Index(2)  May 

463.2 

4 

5.6 

+  7.*+ 

- 

4.0 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

'000  Tons  May 

521.3 

+ 

4.2 

+  4.8 

4 

0.5 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH  June 

2,081.7 

4 

10.4 

+ 

• 

0 

- 

4.6 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

'000  Cars  July 

244.7 

4 

9.0 

4  15.6 

- 

1.2 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index (1)  June 

115.9 

+ 

0.4 

-  0.2 

— 

0.4 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2)  June 

218.7 

- 

0.4 

4  0.5 

4 

0.4 

Farm  Price  Index  (Ontario) 

Index (2)  June 

256.O 

- 

2.4 

n.c. 

4 

0.7 

RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million  June 

455.6 

4 

6.1 

4  12.0 

4 

5.6 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million  June 

79.6 

4 

5*5 

4  8.4 

4 

6.1 

Department  Stores 

$  Million  June 

30.5 

4 

6.8 

4  7-*+ 

1.4 

Men's  Clothing 

$  Million  June 

7.9 

+ 

3.3 

+  *+-7 

4 

10.1 

Women's  Clothing 

$  Million  June 

7-8 

• 

0.8 

+  3.3 

4 

4.9 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million  June 

16.2 

4 

12.4 

4  21.5 

4 

3.0 

Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio  $  Million  June 

17.0 

+ 

2.3 

--  3.0 

4 

4.4 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 

('000) 

-not  available-- 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

('000)  June 

24.6 

4 

18.5 

4  43.9 

• 

13.0 

Financed 

( ' 000 )  June 

9.4 

4 

13.7 

4  34.0 

- 

0.3 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million  July 

127.9 

4 

30.8 

4  4.8 

19.8 

Residential 

$  Million  July 

48.6 

4 

33-8 

-  3-6 

38.0 

Business 

$  Million  July 

20.0 

4 

5.*+ 

-  27.8 

45.1 

Industrial 

$  Million  July 

23.1 

- 

21.3 

4  76.3 

418 6.6 

Engineering 

$  Million  July 

36.2 

4 

94.4 

4  17.2 

4 

7.7 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million  July 

3.4 

— 

17.1 

-  3.5 

_ 

59-9 

Housing:  Starts 

No .  June 

7,597.0 

4 

16.2 

4  62.1 

4 

51.3 

Completions 

No.  June 

4,088.0 

4 

31.5 

+  79-3 

4 

20.6 

Non -Residential  Building 
Materials  (Canada) 

Index(l)  June 

122.1 

0.5 

4  0.7 

4 

0.2 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 
(Canada) 

Index (1)  June 

124.3 

+ 

1.4 

4  2.2 

4 

0.9 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million  June 

6,256.8 

4 

7.3 

4  3.2 

1.5 

4.9 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million  June 

98.3 

4 

21.9 

4  21.8 

4 

Industrial  Stock 

Index(3)  July 

421.7 

4- 

17.2 

4  21.2 

4 

•7 

2.7 

Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


FOOTNOTES : 

(1)  1949  =  100 

(2)  1935-39  =  100 

(3)  last  Jialf  of  1933  =  100 

(4)  Producers’  domestic  sales 

All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (l)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide’s  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


VALUE  OF  FACTORY  PLANS  APPROVED,  BY  INDUSTRIES 


Manufacturing : 

May 

— 1  9  5  5 - 

June 

July 

Food 

849,600 

464,800 

913,800 

Tobacco 

800 

- 

- 

Rubber 

- 

670,000 

19,000 

Leather 

4,000 

- 

- 

Textiles 

l4 , 600 

183,000 

28,000 

Clothing 

140,500 

600 

- 

Wood 

162,300 

79,300 

204,000 

Pulp  &  Paper 

2,643,000 

2,868,700 

300,000 

Printing  8s  Publishing 

- 

- 

32,000 

Iron  &  Steel 

1,106,100 

1,573,400 

790,500 

Transportation  Equipment 

929,000 

4^3,000 

251,000 

Non-Ferrous  Metal 

366,000 

860,000 

- 

Electrical 

1,108,500 

333,600 

443,000 

Non-Metallic  Mineral 

178,600 

142,900 

85,500 

Petroleum  8s  Coal 

- 

- 

171,000 

Chemical 

110,600 

776,500 

163,000 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing 

189,000 

155,800 

27,600 

TOTAL  MANUFACTURING 

7,802,600 

8,551,600 

3,428,400 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Labour;  Factory  Inspection  Branch. 
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THE  ECONOMIC  REGIONS  OF  ONTARIO 
EXPLANATION  AND  DEFINITION 


The  plan  to  divide  the  Province  of  Ontario  into  economic  regions  was 
conceived  at  the  first  Conference  on  Industrial  Statistics  convened  by  the  Minister 
of  Planning  and  Development  in  February,  194 J-  The  normal  political  divisions  of 
Ontario,  consisting  of  forty-three  counties  and  eleven  districts,  were  deemed  too 
numerous  to  make  satisfactory  statistical  units.  It  was  thought  that  larger  areas 
would  simplify  the  process  of  gathering  and  utilizing  statistics. 

The  first  such  system  in  Ontario  stemmed  from  an  industrial  zoning 
plan  of  the  Province  designed  by  the  Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association  in  1940  and 
prepared  in  connection  with  a  survey  of  industrial  capacity.  Officials  of  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  the  Economic  Research  Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  were  consulted.  The  latter  then  prepared  tables  and  county -out line 
maps  which  detailed  the  location  of  industry,  the  urban-rural  population  ratios,  the 
distribution  of  gainfully  occupied  persons  according  to  major  industrial  groups,  types 
of  agricultural  production,  lines  of  communication,  commuting  areas,  public  project 
areas,  and  estimated  market  areas.  Contiguous  counties  possessing  similar  economic 
structures  were  combined  and  a  system  of  nineteen  economic  regions  was  evolved.  The 
boundaries  of  these  regions,  with  only  two  exceptions,  were  made  to  conform  to 
existing  county  or  district  boundaries.  The  system  was  subsequently  approved  by  the 
Ontario  Cabinet  and  used  by  the  Ontario  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  Research  as  a  basis 
for  area  distribution  of  statistical  data 

It  will  be  recognized  at  once  that  no  particular  bystem  of  zoning  will 
satisfy  all  requirements.  For  some  purposes  finer  breakdowns  are  essential;  for 
others,  combinations  of  regions  may  be  more  meaningful;  and  there  are  still  others 
for  which  some  different  area  grouping  plan  is  necessary-.  Nevertheless,  "general 
purpose"  regions  have  an  important  advantage  in  that  a  variety  of  statistical 
material  can  be  made  available  on  a  comparable  area  basis.  Such  a  system  is  generally 
useful  to  all  persons  concerned  with  analysing  the  structure  of  a  particular  part  of 
the  provincial  economy  and  it  can  eventually  be  used  to  forecast  regional  economic 
conditions . 

Since  the  plan  was  initiated,  the  Ontario  Bureau  of  Statistics  and 
Research  has  undertaken  a  study  of  each  of  the  regions  in  detail,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  chief  types  of  economic  activity  in  each  and  its  relative  importance  in  the 
provincial  economy  as  a  whole.  The  regions  were  studied  not  only  as  units  but  as 
combinations  of  contiguous  counties,  the  present  grouping  of  which  was  subject  to 
revision  at  a  later  date.  As  far  as  is  known,  this  was  the  first  attempt  to  present 
descriptive  information  about  different  areas  of  the  Province  and  to  analyse’  such 
information. 


Meanwhile,  officials  of  the  Federal  Government  had  been  working  on  a 
comprehensive  system  of  economic  regions  for  the  whole  of  Canada.  In  order  to  assess 
the  regional  impact  of  defence  production  and  resources  development,  the  Economics 
and  btatistics  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Defence  Production  initiated  research 
relating  to  the  economic  zoning  of  Canada,  in  April,  1951.  The  results  of  this  work 
were  published  in  August,  1953  under  the  title  "Economic  Zoning  of  Canada  and  the 
D.D.P.  Geographic  Code".  A  sequel  to  this  work  was  issued  in  June,  195L  under  the 
title  "  Economic -Administrative  Zoning  of  Canada". 

Ontario  officials  were  able  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  new  plan  of 
provincial  economic  regions  the  experience  gained  in  analyzing  the  original  nineteen 
economic  regions  of  Ontario.  The  revised  system  divides  Ontario  into  ten  provincial 
economic  regions  numbered  from  50  to  59  to  fit  into  the  overall  plan  for  Canada. 

These  regions  are  further  sub-divided  into  economic  zones.  The  provincial  economic 
regions  are,  in  all  cases,  combinations  of  counties,  the  basic  statistical  units  of 
the  Province. 


At  the  Second  Dominion-Provincial  Conference  on  Economic  Statistics 
held  in  Ottawa  in  April,  1955 >  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  expressed  its 
intention  to  compile  statistics  on  the  basis  of  the  new  provincial  economic  regions. 
In  the  meantime,  Ontario  officials  will  commence  the  work  of  adjusting  existing 
statistical  material  to  the  new  basis. 
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One  significant  change  under  the  new  system  is  the  transfer  of 
Frontenac  County  from  the  Quinte  to  the  Upper  St.  Lawrence  Region,  where  it  will 
constitute  part  of  the  Eastern  Ontario  Provincial  economic  region. 

Daring  195^>  the  Ontario  Department  of  Planning  and  Development 
initiated  a  regional  development  program  for  the  Province.  This  scheme  was  based  on 
the  revised  provincial  economic  regions.  Each  regional  conference  area  coincides 
with  a  provincial  economic  region,  except  that  two  regions  in  Southwestern  Ontario 
were  combined  to  form  one  regional  conference  area.  Statistical  and  economic  data 
developed  on  the  basis  of  ten  economic  regions  will  be  directly  applicable  to  the 
detailed  economic  analysis  of  the  nine  conference  areas. 


PROVINCIAL  ECONOMIC  REGIONS  AND  SUB -REGIONS  OF  ONTARIO 
SHOWING  COUNTY  DISTRIBUTION 


50  EASTERN  ONTARIO 
A  -  OTTAWA  VALLEY 
Carleton 
Lanark 
Prescott 
Renfrew 
Russell 


LAKE  ST.  CLAIR 
A  -  BORDER 
Essex 
Kent 


B  -  LAMBTON 
Lambton 


B  -  UPPER  ST.  LAWRENCE 
Dundas 
Frontenac 
Glengarry 
Grenville 
Leeds 
Stormont 


LAKE  ONTARIO 
Durham 
Haliburton 
Hastings 

Lennox  &  Addington 
Northumberland 
Peterborough 
Prince  Edward 
Victoria 


UPPER  GRAND  RIVER 
Huron 
Perth 
Waterloo 
Wellington 


57  GEORGIAN  BAY 
A  -  BLUE  WATER 
Bruce 
Dufferin 
Grey 
Simcoe 

3  -  HIGHLANDS 
Muskoka 
Parry  Sound 


52  METROPOLITAN 
N  Halt on 

Ontario 
Peel 
York 


53  NIAGARA 

A  -  BURLINGTON 
Brant 
Wentworth 

B  -  NIAGARA 

Haldimand 

Lincoln 

Welland 


5L  LAKE  ERIE 
Elgin 
Middlesex 
Norfolk 
Oxford 


58  NORTHEASTERN  ONTARIO 
Wd  A  -  CLAY  BELT 

Cochrane 

Nipissing 

Timiskaraing 

B  -  NICKEL  RANGE 
Manitoulin 
Sudbury 

C  -  SAULT 

Algoma 

59  LAKEHEAD  -  NORTHWESTERN  ONTARIO 

Kenora  (incl.  Patricia) 

Rainy  River 
Thunder  Bay 


75  100 

test  arch 


GIONS  OF  O 


TAR  10 


R 
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POPULATION  FOR  ONTARIO  ESTIMATED  FOR  1953  AND  1954 


Regions  and  Counties 

- JUNE  1, 

Estimated 

Population 

1953 - 

Percent 

Distri¬ 

bution 

---JUNE  1, 

Estimated 

Population 

1954 - 

Percent 

Distri¬ 

bution 

Percent 

Change 

1954/1953 

50 

-  EASTERN  ONTARIO 

621,000 

12.7 

630,300 

12.5 

1.5 

A  -  Ottava  Valley 

406,810 

8.3 

4 16, 200 

8.2 

2.3 

Carle ton 

258,000 

5-3 

264, 040 

5-2 

2.3 

Lanark 

35,000 

0.7 

35,290 

0.7 

0.8 

Prescott 

25,790 

0.5 

25,830 

0.5 

0.2 

Renfrew 

70,540 

1.4 

73,100 

1.4 

3.6 

Russell 

17,480 

0.4 

17,930 

0.4 

2.6 

B  -  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

214,190 

4.4 

214,100 

4.2 

-  0.4 

Dundas 

16,180 

0.3 

l6,44o 

0.3 

1.6 

Frontenac 

69,980 

1.4 

68,490 

1.4 

-  2.1 

Glengarry 

17,680 

0.4 

17,700 

0.3 

0.1 

Grenville 

18,510 

0.4 

17,250 

0.3 

-  6.8 

Leeds 

41,420 

0.8 

43,510 

0.9 

5.0 

Stormont 

50,420 

1.0 

50,710 

1.0 

0.6 

51 

-  LAKE  ONTARIO 

282,090 

5.8 

285,850 

5-7 

1.3 

Durham 

32,760 

0.7 

34,370 

0.7 

^9 

Haliburton 

7,750 

0.2 

7,790 

0.2 

0.5 

Hastings 

76,690 

1.6 

78,o4o 

1.5 

1.8 

Lennox  &  Addington 

20,440 

0.4 

20,660 

0.4 

1.0 

Northumberland 

34,320 

0.7 

33,150 

0.7 

-  3.4 

Peterborough 

63,000 

1.3 

64,320 

1.3 

2.1 

Prince  Edward 

19,280 

0.4 

19,540 

0.4 

1.3 

Victoria 

27,850 

0.6 

27,980 

0.6 

0.5 

52 

-  METROPOLITAN 

1,487,280 

30.4 

1,573,050 

31.2 

5.8 

Halton 

50,740 

1.0 

56,170 

1.1 

10.7 

Ontario 

93,160 

1.9 

97,340 

1.9 

4.5 

Peel 

74,610 

1.5 

81,980 

1.6 

9.9 

York 

1,268,770 

25.9 

1,377,560 

26.5 

5.4 

53 

-  NIAGARA 

625,240 

12.8 

64o,56o 

12.7 

2.5 

A  -  Burlington 

358,050 

7.3 

367,860 

7.3 

2.7 

Brant 

75,120 

1.5 

74,840 

1.5 

-  0.4 

Wentworth 

282,930 

5.8 

293,020 

1  5.8 

3.6 

B  -  Niagara 

267,190 

5-5 

272,700 

5.4 

2.1 

Haldimand 

25,320 

0.5 

25,900 

0.5 

2.3 

Lincoln 

100,850 

2.1 

104,690 

2.1 

3.8 

Welland 

141,020 

2.9 

142,110 

2.8 

0.8 

54 

-  LAKE  ERIE 

331,160 

6.8 

335,510 

6.6 

1.3 

Elgin 

“56,790 

1.2 

57,200 

m 

0.7 

Middlesex 

170,180 

3.5 

172,350 

3-4 

1*3 

Norfolk 

44,600 

0.9 

45,030 

0.9 

11.0 

Oxford 

59,590 

1.2 

60,930 

1.2 

2.2 

--JUNE  1,  1953 -  —JUNE  1,  1954 - 

Percent  Percent  Percent 


Regions  and  Counties 

Estimated 

Population 

Distri - 
buti on 

Estimated 

Population 

Dis  tri  - 
bution 

Change 

195V1953 

55  -  LAKE  ST.  CLAIR 

391,870 

8.0 

398,350 

7-9 

1-7 

A  -  Border 

309,^90 

6/3 

313,986 

672 

1-5 

Essex 

226,420 

4.6 

230,490 

4.6 

1.8 

Kent 

83,070 

1.7 

83,490 

1.6 

0.5 

B  -  Lambton 

82,380 

1-7 

84,370 

1-7 

2.4 

Lamb ton 

82,380 

1.7 

84,370 

1-7 

2.4 

5 6  -  UPPER  GRAND  RIVER 

310,340 

6.3 

317,010 

6.3 

2.1 

Huron 

51,180 

1.0 

51,300 

1.0 

0.2 

Perth 

54,050 

1.1 

53,710 

1.1 

-  0.6 

Waterloo 

135,570 

2.8 

139,760 

2.8 

3-1 

Wellington 

69,540 

1.4 

72,240 

1.4 

3-9 

57  -  GEORGIAN  BAY 

278,090 

5-7 

28o,94o 

5-6 

1.0 

A  -  Blue  Water 

225,980 

43 

229,380 

775 

1-5 

Bruce 

41,490 

0.8 

4l,4l0 

0.8 

-  0.2 

Duffer in 

14,720 

0.3 

14,760 

0.3 

0.3 

Grey 

58,810 

1.2 

58,000 

1.1 

-  1.4 

Simcoe 

110,960 

2.3 

115,210 

2.3 

3-8 

B  -  Highlands 

52,110 

1.1 

51,560 

1.0 

-  1.1 

Muskoka 

23,910 

0.5 

23,740 

0.5 

-  0.7 

Parry  Sound 

28,200 

0.6 

27,820 

0.6 

-  1-3 

58  -  NORTHEASTERN  ONTARIO 

392,730 

8.0 

403,320 

8.0 

2.7 

A  -  Clay  Belt 

187,650 

378 

192,620 

378 

27d 

Cochrane 

84,110 

1.7 

88,090 

1-7 

4.7 

Nipissing 

53,320 

1.1 

54,600 

1.1 

2.4 

Timiskaming 

50,220 

1.0 

49,930 

1.0 

-  0.6 

B  -  Nickel  Range 

129, l4o 

2.6 

134,920 

1  2.7 

4.5 

Manitoulin 

11,570 

0.2 

11,450 

0.2 

-  1.0 

Sudbury 

117,570 

,  2.4 

123,470 

2.4 

5.0 

C  -  Sault 

75,940 

1.6 

75,780 

1-5 

-  0.2 

Algctaa 

75,940 

1.6 

75,780 

1-5 

-  0.2 

59  -  LAKEHEAD 

177,200 

3-6 

181,730 

3-6 

2.6 

Kenora 

41,150 

678 

42,110 

o78 

2.3 

Rainy  River 

22,960 

0.5 

24,340 

0.5 

6.0 

Thunder  Bay 

113,090 

2.3 

115,270 

2.3 

1-9 

GRAND  TOTAL,  ONTARIO 

4,897,000 

100.0 

5,046,000 

100.0 

3-0 
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.EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
' IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 


.Region 


Weight  Date 


1.  Metropolitan 

37-2 

May 

1/54 

(Halton,  Peel, 

Apr. 

1/55 

York) 

May 

1/55 

2.  Burlington 

11-9 

May 

1/54 

(Brant,  Wentworth 

Apr. 

1/55 

Burlington) 

May 

1/55 

3.  Niagara 

6.6 

May 

1/54 

(Lincoln, 

Apr. 

1/55 

Welland) 

May 

1/55 

4.  Lake  Erie 

0.6 

May 

1/54 

(Haldimand, 

Apr. 

1/55 

Norfolk) 

May 

1/55 

5 .  Upper  Thames 

4.7 

May 

1/5** 

(Elgin,  Middlesex 

Apr. 

1/55 

Oxford ) 

May 

1/55 

6 .  Border 

7-9 

May 

1/54 

(Essex,  Kent) 

Apr. 

1/55 

May 

1/55 

7«  St.  Clair  River 

1.4 

May 

1/54 

(Lamb  ton ) 

Apr. 

1/55 

May 

1/55 

8.  Upper  Grand  River 

7.4 

May 

1/54 

(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Apr. 

1/55 

Wellington) 

May 

1/55 

9*  Blue  Water 

2.5 

May  11/54 

(Bruce,  Duffer in 

Apr. 

1/55 

Huron,  Simcoe,  Grey) 

May 

1/55 

10.  Kavartha 

5.4 

May 

1/54 

(Durham,  Ont.,  Peter., 

Apr. 

1/55 

Vic . ,  Northumberland ) 

May 

1/55 

11.  Quinte 

2.5 

May 

1/54 

(Front.,  Hast.,  Len. 

Apr. 

1/55 

&  Add . ,  Pr .  Edward ) 

May 

1/55 

12.  U.  St.  Lawrence 

2.0 

May 

1/54 

(Dundas,  Glen.,  Gren., 

Apr. 

1/55 

Leeds ,  Stormont ) 

May 

1/55 

Weekly 

May./55 

-Index 

May./ 55  Wages 

Index  of 

May . / 54 

of 

May. /54 

and 

Employment 

+  or  -  Payrolls 

+ 

or  -  ; 

Salaries 

J 

— F~ 

119.4 

172.5 

64.79 

i  118.1 

177.2 

67.05 

1  118.1 

-  1.1 

178.5 

+ 

3.5 

67.52 

95.7 

133.2 

66.18 

'  93.4 

132.3 

67.33 

93.6 

-  2.2. 

133.8 

+ 

0.5 

67.95 

104.5 

146.5 

69.46 

i  104.4 

150.7 

71.39 

1  105.8 

+  1.2 

152.7 

+ 

4.2 

71. 40 

86.5 

114.3 

49.70 

1  91.6 

128.2 

52.63 

i  88.4 

+  2.2 

124.6 

+ 

9.0 

53-01 

107.6 

148.8 

57.12 

i  107.5 

155.8 

59.81 

1  107.6 

n.c. 

157.4 

+ 

5.8 

60.35 

N. 

97.3 

136.5 

71.31 

'  102.3 

151.0 

75.06 

;  101.6 

+  4.4 

160.9 

+ 

17.9 

8o.46 

no.4 

173.5 

78.86 

1  108.0 

167.4 

77.80 

1  108.9 

-  1.4 

169.4 

- 

2.4 

78.09 

93.9 

127.4 

54.97 

93.1 

134.2 

58.44 

i  94.1 

+  0.2 

135.5 

+ 

6.4 

58.39 

101.5 

143.2 

50.15 

94.5 

135.0 

50.75 

94.5 

-  6.9 

138.1 

- 

3.6 

51.92 

120.5 

165.6 

65.27 

119.5 

171.5 

68.19 

121.2 

+  0.6 

171.7 

+ 

3.7 

67.31 

96.7 

142.0 

58.01 

107.2 

163.9 

60.31 

113.1 

+  17.0 

169.9 

+ 

19.6 

59.23 

101.0 

146.0 

58.14 

102.9 

153.1 

59.76 

104.6 

+  3.6 

156.7  • 

+ 

7.3 

60.19 

(1)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers,  reported  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Weekly 

May./55  May./55  Wages 

Index  of  May./ 54  MayT/^  and 


Region 

Weight 

Date  Employment 

+ 

or  - 

~zr~ 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  - 

IT” 

Salaries 

- ^ - 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

3.3 

May 

1/54 

101.0 

146.0 

58.14 

(Car let on,  Lanark, 

Apr, 

1/55 

102.9 

153.1 

59.76 

Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

May 

1/55 

104.6 

+ 

3.6 

156.7 

+  17-3 

60.19 

14. 

Highlands 

0.7 

May 

1/54 

103.5 

142.4 

55.83 

(Hali burton,  Muskoka 

> 

Apr. 

1/55 

97.0 

138.1 

57.78 

Nipissing,  Parry  S. ) 

May 

1/55 

107.4 

+ 

3.8 

149.5 

+ 

5.0 

56.51 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

0.9 

May 

1/54 

100.9 

135-5 

71.87 

(Cochrane , 

Apr. 

1/55 

99.1 

134.7 

72.72 

Temiskaming ) 

May 

1/55 

100.7 

- 

0.2 

138.3 

+ 

2.1 

73.^9 

16. 

Nickel  Range 

1.7 

May 

1/54 

119.6 

163.6 

76.52 

(Manitouliu, 

Apr. 

1/55 

117.7 

166.1 

78.92 

Sudbury ) 

May 

1/55 

117.2 

- 

2.0 

164.8 

+ 

0.7 

78.70 

IT. 

Sault 

1.5 

May 

1/54 

100.9 

130.3 

68.64 

(Iron  Ore) 

Apr. 

1/55 

104.7 

144.5 

73.M 

May 

1/55 

114.7 

+ 

13.7 

152.7 

+ 

17.2 

70.80 

18. 

Lakehead 

2.0 

May 

1 M 

107.0 

146.5 

72.20 

(Kenora,  Rainy  River 

) 

Apr. 

1/55 

108.3 

149.3 

72.76 

Thunder  Bay) 

May 

1/55 

109.9 

+ 

2.7 

151.0 

+ 

3.1 

72.53 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

May 

1/54 

107.9 

157.2 

62.67 

Apr. 

1/55 

107.8 

158.1 

66.76 

May 

1/55 

108.4 

+ 

0.5 

l6o.4 

+ 

2.0 

67.38 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  A ND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


6.  Border 

2.4 

May 

1/54 

132.4 

178.2 

63.23 

(Salt,  Natural 

Apr. 

1/55 

13M 

193.8 

67.60 

Gas  ) 

May 

1/55 

158.5 

+ 

19.7 

205.2 

+ 

15.2 

60.82 

15.  Clay  Belt 

27.3 

May 

1/54 

90.9 

117.5 

65.67 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Apr. 

1/55 

■  93.1 

117.3 

64.04 

May 

1/55 

92.3 

+ 

1.5 

120.6 

+ 

2.6 

66.39 

lo.  Nickel  Range 

41.6 

May 

1/54 

151.1 

202.6 

78.04 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Apr. 

1/55 

140.0 

192.2 

79.88 

Gold,  Silver) 

May 

1/55 

140.1 

- 

7-3 

194.8 

- 

3.8 

80.92 

17 .  Sault 

1.7 

May 

1/54 

147.0 

227.4 

84.83 

(Iron  Ore ) 

Apr. 

1/  55 

137.7 

208.9 

83.20 

May 

1/55 

140.6 

- 

4.4 

215.7 

- 

5.1 

84.14 

l8 .  Lakehead 

3.2 

May 

1/54 

108.7 

158.8 

77.85 

(Gold,  Iron  Ore) 

Apr. 

1/55 

87.3 

125.2 

76.44 

May 

1/55 

87.4 

- 

19.6 

126.4 

- 

20.4 

77.05 

19.  James  Bay 

3.3 

May 

1/54 

73-8 

90.7 

65.55 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Apr. 

1/55 

77-6 

96.4 

66.23 

May 

1/55 

77-5 

+ 

5-0 

94 .6 

+ 

4.3 

65.13 

All  Mining  Industries 

May 

1/54 

113-9 

155.7 

72.56 

Apr . 

1/55 

112.5 

153.3 

72.29 

May 

1/55 

113.8 

- 

0.1 

158.9 

+ 

2.1 

74.11 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  THE  NEW  ECONOMIC  REGIONS  OF  ONTARIO 


Region 

(1949  = 

Date 

100) 

Employment 

Index 

of 

Payrolls 

Weekly 

Wages 

and 

Salaries 

- 

61.32 
6l.  40 

50  Eastern  Ontario 

Apr.  l/55 
May  1/55 

108.7 

110.0 

160.6 

162.8 

A-Ottawa  Valley 

Apr.  1/55 
May  l/55 

102.9 

104.6 

153.1 

156.7 

59.76 

60.19 

B-Upper  St.  Lawrence 

Apr.  l/55 
May  l/55 

114.8 

115.6 

168.1 

168.7 

62.79 

62.55 

51  Lake  Ontario 

Apr.  l/55 
May  1/55 

94.9 

98.4 

140.4 

1^3-5 

61.17 

60.29 

52  Metropolitan 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

120.4 

120.5 

179-8 

180.9 

67.37 

67.70 

53  Niagara 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

97.0 

97.6 

138.5 

140.2 

68.60 

68.98 

A-Burlington 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

93-^ 

93.6 

132.3 

133.8 

67.33 

67.95 

B- IQ.  agar  a 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

103.9 

105.3 

150.1 

152.0 

70.78 

70.73 

54  Lake  Erie 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

106.5 

106.2 

154.1 

155-3 

59.37 

60.03 

55  Lake  St.  Clair 

Apr.  1/55 
May  H/55 

103.2 

102.8 

153.6 

162.2 

75.51 

80.07 

A- Border 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

102.3 

101.6 

151.0 

I6O.9 

75.06 

8C.46 

B- Lamb ton 

Apr.  1/55 
May  1/55 

108.0 

108.9 

167.4 

169.4 

77.80 

78.09 

56  Upper  Grand  River 

Apr.  1/55 

May  1/55 

92.9 

93.8 

133.9 

135.1 

58.00 

57.98 

57  Georgian  Bay 

Apr.  1/55 

May  1/55 

9^.0 

95.3 

133-9 

138.6 

51.36 

52.39 

A-Blue  Water 

Apr.  1/55 

May  1/55 

95.^ 

95.^ 

136.7 

140.1 

51.45 

52.70 

B -Highlands 

Apr.  I/55 

May  1/55 

83.8 

94.7 

114.6 

128.2 

50.61 

50.12 

58  Northeastern  Ontario 

Apr.  1/55 

May  I/55 

109.4 

113.7 

152.1 

155.8 

74.78 

73.66 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers,  reported  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Weekly 

Index 

Wages 

of 

and 

Region 

Date 

Employment 

Payrolls 

Salaries 

4  ' 

A-Clay  Belt 

Apr.  l/55 

104.2 

141.7 

«t> 

70.25 

May  l/ 55 

107.8 

1^6.5 

70.24 

B-Nickel  Range 

Apr.  l/55 

117.7 

166.1 

78.92 

May  1/55 

117.2 

164.8 

78.70 

C-Sault 

Apr.  l/55 

104.7 

144.5 

73-41 

May  l/55 

114.7 

152.7 

70.80 

59  Lakehead  - 

Apr.  1/55 

108.3 

149.3 

72.76 

Northwestern  Ontario 

May  l/55 

109.9 

151.0 

72.53 

ALL  REGIONS 

Apr.  1/55 

107.8 

158.1 

66.76 

May  l/55 

108.4 

160.4 

67.38 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL 

INDICES  AND 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES 

1  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 

55  Lake  St.  Clair 

Apr.  l/55 

119.6 

176.8 

67.99 

May  l/55 

142.1 

188.3 

60.97 

A -Border 

Apr.  1/55 

134.7 

193-8 

67.60 

May  l/55 

158.5 

205.2 

60.82 

58  Northeastern 

Apr.  l/55 

116.1 

156.4 

72.25 

May  1/ 55 

116.1 

161.2 

74.51:' 

A-Clay  Belt 

Apr.  l/55 

93.1 

117.3 

64.04 

May  1/ 55 

92.3 

120.6 

66.39 

B-Nickel  Range 

Apr.  l/55 

140.0 

192.2 

79.88 

May  l/55 

140.1 

194.8 

80.92 

C  -Sault 

*  Apr.  l/55 

137.7 

208.9 

83.20 

May  l/55 

140.6 

215.7 

84.14 

59  Lakehead  - 

Apr.  l/55 

82.0 

109.5 

71.16 

Northwestern  Ontario 

May  l/55 

82.0 

109.0 

70.90 

ALL  REGIONS 

Apr.  l/55 

112.5 

153.3 

72.29 

May  l/55 

113.8 

158.9 

74.11 

ONTARIO 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT,  BY  REGION,  REPORTED  BY  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 
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*  SUMMARY 

Some  2,048,000  persons  had  jobs  in  Ontario  as  of  August  20th  this  year, 
70,000  more  than  at  the  comparable  date  in  1954.  Over  the  same  period,  applications 
for  employment  at  the  offices  of  the  National  Employment  Service  declined  by  about 
27,000  to  78,000.  The  latter  figure  represents  a  small  increase  over  the  month 
largely  as  a  result  of  annual  lay-offs  in  the  automotive  industry. 

The  improved  employment  picture  over  the  year  to  date  reflects  increased 
activity  in  most  manufacturing  industries  (notably  motor  vehicles,  rubber  products, 
primary  iron  and  steel)  as  well  as  construction  and  forestry.  The  recent  labour 
stoppage  in  one  firm  of  the  automotive  industry  will  not  be  recorded  in  official 
statistics  for  some  time  but  has  already  affected  the  employment  picture  in  Oshawa, 
St.  Catharines,  Windsor,  Metropolitan  Toronto  and  London. 

Industrial  production  in  Canada  in  the  first  half  of  this  year  was  6.4 
percent  ahead  of  1954.  Sizeable  increases  have  been  shown  in  mineral  output  and  the 
following  categories  of  manufacturing:  textiles,  non-ferrous  metal  products,  rubber 
products  and  motor  vehicles.  In  eight  months  of  this  year  the  production  of  motor 
vehicles  totalled  353,461,  an  increase  of  23*7  percent  over  the  same  period  of  1954. 
The  production  of  pig  iron  and  steel  ingots  is  presently  running  about  one-third 
above  last  year. 

The  value  of  construction  contracts  awarded  in  the  Province  in  eight 
months  of  1955  totalled  $832.2  million  an  all  time  record  for  the  period  and  one- 
third  higher  than  the  eight-month  total  for  1954.  Substantial  increases  in  the 
engineering,  residential  and  industrial  categories  greatly  overshadowed  a  drop  of  4.4 
percent  in  the  business  sector.  Included' among  the  major  construction  projects  in 
August  were  the  following:  a  petrochemical  additive  plant  near  Sarnia  ($15  million), 
excavation  in  connection  with  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  ($12  million),  and  a  wire  mill 
at  Hamilton  ($5  million). 

The  value  of  factory  plans  (manufacturing)  approved  during  August  by  the 
Factory  Inspection  Branch  of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Labour  totalled  $6.4  million. 
Forty  plans  (all  categories)  were  valued  individually  at  $50,000  or  more. 

Trade  at  the  retail  level  during  1955  to  date  is  running  at  a  level  6.2 
percent  above  last  year.  -Substantial  gains  over  the  year  have  been  recorded  in  out¬ 
lets  handling  motor  vehicles  (l6.8  percent),  lumber  and  building  material  (11.1  per¬ 
cent)  and  in  department  and  variety  stores.  Small  declines  were  shown  in  only  three 
categories:  women's  clothing  (1.4  percent),  restaurants  (0.9  percent)  and  hardware 
(0.7  percent).  Department  store  sales  during  August  this  year  were  13*9  percent 
higher  than  last  year  and  in  the  week  ending  September  10th  the  increase  amounted  to 
l8  percent. 


INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


CURRENT 


YEAR  TO 
DATE 
1955/54 


SAME 
MONTH 
1955 M 


Non -Durable  Goods 
Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  76$) 
Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 
Motor  Vehicles  (Ont.  9 8$) 


Index (2)  June 
’ 000  Tons  July 
' 000  Tons  July 
Million  lbs.  June 
( ' 000 )  Aug . 


Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$)  Index (2)  June 

'000  Tons  June 


News print  (Ont.  23$) 
CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY' 


248.9 

266.8 

355.2 

29.5 

24.1 

454.7 

507.8 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


5.0 

36.2 

30.3 

12.2 

23.7 

5-3 

4.1 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


7.1 
53.0 

39.1 

12.2 
77.8 

3.2 
3-5 


CURRENT 

PREVIOUS 

MONTH 


INDICATORS 

UNIT 

DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

+  or  - 

+ 

or  - 

LABOUR  FORCE 

No. 

July 

2,069.0 

+ 

T~ 

1.4 

+  2.1 

+ 

T~ 

1.0 

People  with  Jobs 

No. 

July 

2,033.0 

+ 

1.7 

+  3.1 

+ 

1.3 

People  without  Jobs 

No. 

July 

36.0 

- 

5.2 

-  34.5 

- 

12.2 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

• 

Index (l)  July 

107.5 

- 

1.2 

-  4.2 

- 

4.7 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

• 

Index (1)  July 

147.6 

+ 

1.8 

-  5-1 

- 

9.1 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION 

(CANADA) 

Index (2)  June 

275.7 

+ 

6.4 

+  9.2 

+ 

4.0 

Manufacturing  (Ont. 

5056) 

Index (2)  June 

282.3 

+ 

4.8 

+  8.6 

+ 

2.8 

Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  June 

334.4 

+ 

4.6 

+  10.5 

+ 

1.5 

Million  KWH  July  2,007-9  +  10,2  +  8.9 


4.0 

2.8 

7-0 

3-3 

50.3 

1.9 

2.6 

3.5 


CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 
Consumer  Price  Index 
Wholesale  Price  Index 
Farm  Price  Index (Ontario) 


*000  Cars  Aug.  254.1 


Index (l)  July  116.0 
Index (2)  July  218.4 
Index (2)  July  257-3 


RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million 

July 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million 

July 

Department  Stores 

$  Million 

July 

Men ' s  Clothing 

$  Million 

July 

Women’s  Clothing 

$  Million 

July 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million 

July 

Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio 

$  Million 

July 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

(’000) 

July 

Financed 

(’000) 

July 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million 

Aug. 

Residential 

$  Million 

Aug. 

Business 

$  Million 

Aug. 

Industrial 

$  Million 

Aug. 

Engineering 

$  Million 

Aug. 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million 

Aug. 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million 

July 

Housing:  Starts 

No. 

June 

Completions 

No. 

June 

Non  Residential  Building 

Materials  (Canada) 

Index (l)  July 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

(Canada) 

Index (1)  July 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million 

July 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million 

July 

Industrial  Stock 

Index (3)  Aug. 

427.7 

79.1 

21.4 

6.4 

6.7 

15.3 

17.6 

18.1 

8.6 


127.5 

47.1 
15.8 

27.5 

37.1 
6.4 

76.4 

7,597.0 

4,o88.o 

122.3 

124.6 


6,381.6 

88.3 

427.3 


+  11.0  +  24.5  +  3.9 


+  0.3 

-  0.3 

-  2.1 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


6.2 

4.6 

6.5 
3-7 
1.4 

11.1 

3.3 
18.9 

18.1 


-  0.2 

+  0.5 

-  0.4 


7.0 

0.7 

4.6 

6.1 

4.8 

5.5 

9*7 

21.2 

42.3 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


+  0.1 
-  0.1 
+  0.4 

-  6.1 

-  0.6 

-  29.9 

-  19.3 

-  14.8 

-  5.4 

+  3.7 

-  26.4 

-  7.9 


+  32.9 

+  45.7 

+  28.3 

+  0.4 

-  4.4 

-  52.4 

+  23.O 

+1,347.4 

+125.1 

+613.5 

~  8.8  +102.6 

+  9-5 

+  0.9 

+  16.2 

+  62.1 

+  31.5 

+  79-3 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


0.3 

3.1 

21.0 

19.0 

2.5 

85.8 

20.7 

51.3 

20.3 


-  0.3 


+  1.5 


+  0.9 

+  2.1 


+ 

+ 


+  8.2  +  13.3 
+  41.7  +  9.5 
+  17-6  +  20.7 


+  2.0 
-  10.1 
+  IO 


-5 
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Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  In  Ontario,  continued 


FOOTNOTES: 


(1)  1949  =  100 

(2)  1935-39  =  100 

(3)  last  half  of  1933  =  100 

(4)  Producers'  domestic  sales 


1 


All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (1)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide’s  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  .reported  by  the'  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


MANUFACTURING  FACTORY  PLATTS  APPROVED 


-  August  1955  - 


By  Regions  By  Industries 


Eastern  Ontario 

$  28,000 

Food 

$  355,100 

Lake  Ontario 

324,300 

Rubber 

212,600 

Metropolitan 

3,204,500 

Leather 

40,000 

Niagara 

356,500 

Textiles 

272,000 

Lake  Erie 

504,000 

Clothing 

15,000 

Lake  St.  Clair 

1,366,000 

Wood 

509,800 

Upper  Grand  R. 

299,100 

Pulp  and  Paper 

80,000 

Georgian  Bay 

271,000 

Printing,  Publishing 

31,000 

Northeastern 

15,000 

Iran  and  Steel 

788,200 

Lakehead 

- 

Transportation  Equipment 

336,000 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

555,100 

Electrical 

355,000 

TOTAL 

$6,368,400 

Non -Metallic  Minerals 

148,000 

Petroleum  and  Coal 

139,000 

Chemical 

2,495,600 

Mi  s  ce  llane  ous 

36,000 

TOTAL 

$6,368,400 

Source  of  Original  Figures :  Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  Factory 

Inspection  Branch. 
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DWELLING  UNITS 

COMPLETED 

IN  URBAN 

CENTRES  OF 

OR  MORE 

-  FIRST  SIX 

MONTHS  • 

-  1953-1955 

— . JANUARY  TO  JUNE- - 

Region 

1953 

1951 

1955 

EASTERN  ONTARIO 

948 

1,217 

1,675 

A  -  Ottawa  Valley 

772 

1,051 

17535 

Hawke s bury 

27 

4 

l4 

Ottawa  (l) 

66  7 

968 

1,123 

Pembroke 

1+2 

42 

61 

Perth. 

3 

6 

3 

Renfrew 

23 

9 

22 

Smiths  Falls 

10 

22 

13 

B  -  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

176 

166 

139 

Brockville 

34 

31 

13 

Cornwall 

39 

47 

33 

Kingston 

103  ' 

88 

93 

LAKE  ONTARIO 

199 

231 

294 

Belleville 

"3S 

39 

"59 

Bowman  vi  lie 

7 

6 

19 

Cobourg 

10 

24 

23 

Lindsay 

33 

23 

6 

Peterborough 

90 

105 

112 

Port  Hope 

12 

8 

11 

Trenton 

9 

26 

54 

METROPOLITAN 

5,295 

7,372 

10,979 

Brampton 

- 6S 

55 

~9S 

Newmarket 

18 

25 

62 

Oakville 

178 

131 

60 

Oshawa 

159 

214 

190 

Toronto  (l) 

4,847 

6,867 

10,532 

Whitby 

25 

50 

39 

NIAGARA 

1,902 

1,607 

1,1*03 

A  -  Burlington 

1,668 

17315 

1,192 

Brantford 

156 

108 

39 

Hamilton  (1) 

1,507 

1,204 

1,11*7 

Paris 

5 

4 

6 

B  -  Niagara 

234 

291 

211 

Fort  Erie 

12 

55 

11 

Niagara  Falls 

19 

29 

3 

Port  Colborne 

52 

64 

60 

St.  Catharines 

77 

82 

90 

Thorold 

50 

35 

24 

Welland 

24 

26 

23 

LAKE  ERIE 

750 

773 

759 

Ingersoll 

17 

T 

E 

London  ( 1 ) 

585 

624 

631 

St .  Thomas 

23 

47 

21 

Simcoe 

34 

17 

Q 

Tillsonburg 

14 

18 

16 

Woodstock 

77 

61 

76 

1955 
+  or  • 

~ir~ 


37-6 

in 


-  16.3 


-  21.0 


27.3 


1+7.7 


1+8.9 


107.3 


-  12.7 


974 


26.2 

2B7T 


-  27.5 


9.8 


1.8 


-  1.2 
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-JANUARY  TO  JUNE 


1955  1955. 

1954  1953 


Region 

1953 

1951* 

1955 

+  or  - 

+■  or 

~T~  ' 

* 

LAKE  ST.  CLAIR 

833 

999 

565 

-  43.4 

32.2 

A  -  Border 

571 

551 

335 

Chatham 

1+7 

72 

37 

Leamington 

l4 

10 

8 

Wallaceburg 

19 

6 

7 

Windsor  (1) 

391 

763 

283 

B  -  Lambton 

362 

148 

230 

55-4 

36.5 

Sarnia 

362 

148 

230 

UPPER  GRAND  RIVER 

785 

781 

721 

-  7.7 

8.2 

Galt 

^3 

109 

“51 

Guelph 

85 

158 

177 

Ki  tchener 

1+24 

285 

254 

Preston 

1+6 

47 

31 

Stratford 

18 

45 

49 

Waterloo 

129 

137 

129 

GEORGIAN  BAY 

ll+9 

161 

219 

36.0 

47.0 

A  -  Blue  Water 

139 

155 

210 

35.5 

51.1 

Barrie 

62 

76 

89 

Collingwood 

5 

15 

4 

Midland 

22 

9 

9 

Orillia 

19 

37 

32 

Owen  Sound 

31 

18 

76 

B  -  Highlands 

10 

6 

9 

50.0 

10.0 

Parry  Sound 

10 

6 

9 

NORTHEASTERN  ONTARIO 

3I+9 

589 

136 

-  76.9 

61.0 

A  -  Clay  Belt 

35 

29 

“55 

93.1 

6o7o 

North  Bay 

34 

25 

46 

Timmins 

1 

4 

10 

B  -  Nickel  Range 

109 

143 

62 

-  56.1 

43.1 

Sudbury 

109 

143 

62 

C  -  Sault 

205 

417 

18 

-  95-7 

91.2 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

205 

4 17 

18 

LAKEHEAD  -  NORTHWESTERN 

197 

328 

146 

-  55.5 

25.9 

Fort  Frances 

17 

17 

Fort  William 

53 

88 

58 

Kenora 

11 

24 

5 

Port  Arthur 

116 

199 

75 

TOTAL,  ONTARIO 

11,407 

14,058 

16,897 

20.2 

48.1 

(l)  Metropolitan  Area 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau 

of  Statistics, 

Ottawa,  New  Residential 

Construction 

• 
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Most  of  the  urban  dwelling  units  built  in  Ontario  during 
the  first  halves  of  1953^  1954 ,  and  1955  were  in  the  five  largest 
centres  as  shown  in  the  tables  on  the  previous  pages.  Metropolitan 
Toronto  alone  had  42.5,  48.8,  and  62.3  percent  of  all  completed  urban 
units  for  each  six  month  period.  The  Metropolitan  areas  of  Toronto, 
Hamilton,  Windsor,  London,  and  Ottawa  together  had  l4,0l6  units,  82.9 
percent  of  all  urban  dwelling  units  in  the  1955  period  and  62.3  per¬ 
cent  of  all  units.  Urban  dwellings  made  up  75*1,  82.2,  and  75*2  per¬ 
cent  of  all  new  residential  building  in  1953,  1954  >  and.  1955-  Only- 
small  fractions  during  these  periods  (4.4,  3*2,  and  2.8  percent)  were 
farmhouses . 


Toronto  had  the  largest  number  of  completions  by  a  small 
margin,  of  any  Canadian  metropolitan  area  in  the  first  half  of  this 
year,  but  was  second  to  Montreal  in  the  two  previous  periods.  The 
largest  number  of  new  Canadian  units  were  built  in  Ontario  as  shown 
(by  whole  years )  in  the  chart  below. 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  11. 


Public  utility  operation 
Trade 

Wholesale 

Retail 

Finance,  Insurance  &  Real  Estate 
Banking,  investment  &  loan 
Service 

Hotels  &  restaurants 
Laundries  &  dry  cleaning  plants 
Other  services 
Industrial  composite 


- EMPLOYMENT -  AVERAGE  WEEKLY^^ 

WAGES  &  SALARIES^® 
Av.  1st  <fo  Change  Av.  1st  $  Cha^^ 

6  months  1st  6  months  6  months  1st  6  months 
_  1955  1955/1954  1955  1955/1954 

(1949  =  100/  ?  np 


118.3 

2.4 

74.79 

3.9 

120.7 

2.2 

53.05 

3.2 

124.5 

1.2 

64.li 

4.4| 

119.1 

2.7 

48.19 

■2.9 

132.3 

5.7 

57-97 

4.7 

136.0 

6.2 

53-44 

5.1 

112.7 

2.7 

4l.o6 

4-5 

104.1 

2.0 

33-92 

2.3 

104.4 

1.8 

37-39 

3.0 

146.4 

3.5 

58.31 

5.1 

109.5 

-  0.7 

62.93 

3-74 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

IN  THE  NEW  ECONOMIC  REGIONS  OF  ONTARIO  (l) 


(1919  = 

100)"" 

Index 

of 

Weekly 

Wages 

and 

Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment 

Payrolls  Salaries 

50 

Eastern  Ontario 

6.7 

June  l/55 

112.9 

165.3 

60.74 

July  1/55 

114.7 

169.8 

61.43 

• 

A 

-  Ottawa  Valley 

3-3 

June  l/55 

108.8 

l6l.4 

50.56 

July  I/55 

110.9 

167.4 

60.62 

B 

-  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

3-4 

June  l/55 

117.2 

169.1 

61.89 

July  1/55 

118.7 

172.2 

62.23 

51 

Lake  Ontario 

4.0 

June  l/55 

97.8 

144.7 

61.31 

July  1/55 

105.2 

153.9 

60.63 

52 

Metropolitan 

4o.6 

June  l/55 

121.2 

181.1 

67.37 

July  1/55 

121.9 

182.4 

67.53 

53 

Niagara 

18.6 

June  l/55 

101.3 

146.6 

67.15 

July  1/55 

103.6 

149.0 

67.08 

A 

-  Burlington 

11.7 

June  l/55 

95.8 

136.6 

67.71 

July  l/55 

sn.k 

138.4 

67.53 

• 

B 

-  Niagara 

6.9 

June  l/55 

107.0 

156.7 

71.79 

July  l/55 

109.2 

157.5 

70.70 

54 

Lake  Erie 

5.0 

June  l/55 

108.1 

160.2 

60.82 

July  1/55 

112.4 

167.5 

61.15 

55 

Lake  St.  Clair 

9.4 

June  l/55 

104.1 

159-8 

77.89 

July  1/55 

108.3 

150.3 

70.38 

A 

-  Border 

7.8 

June  l/55 

102.9 

157.8 

77.93 

July  l/55 

107.2 

145.0 

68.76 

B 

-  Lamb ton 

1.6 

June  l/55 

110.3 

170.8 

77.72 

July  l/55 

114.6 

179.1* 

78.53 

56 

Upper  Grand  River 

7.1 

June  l/55 

94.7 

136.3 

57.93 

July  1/55 

97.0 

140.5 

58.32 

• 

57 

Georgian  Bay 

2.2 

June  l/55 
July  l/55 

97.3 

99.1 

140.2 

142.4 

51.79 

51.65 

A 

-  Blue  Water 

1.9 

June  l/55 

96.0 

139.3 

51.89 

July  1/55 

97.6 

140.3 

51.13 

B 

-  Highlands 

0.3 

June  l/55 

106.4 

146.9 

51.12 

• 

July  l/55 

110.2 

158.0 

53.12 

58 

Northeastern  Ontario 

4.5 

June  l/55 
July  l/55 

120.6 

166.5 

74.24 

74.28 

125.2 

173.0 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers,  reported  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Index 

of 


Weekly- 

Wages 

and 


Regi on 

'Weight 

Date 

Employment 

Payrolls 

Salaries 

T 

70.80 

70.73 

A  -  Clay  Belt 

1.2 

June  l/55 
July  l/55 

115.9 

122.1 

158.9 

167.2 

B  -  Nickel  Range 

1.7 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

124.1 

126.8 

173-8 

178.2 

78.36 
78.66  ^ 

C  -  Sault 

1.6 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

120.7 

126.1 

164.3 

171.6 

72.38 

72.37 

59  -  Lakehead  -  Northwestern 

Ontario 

$  - 

1.9 

June  l/55 
July  l/55 

114.7 

117.1 

157.6 

165.7 

72.53 

74.66 

ALL  REGIONS 

100.0 

June  l/55 
July  l/55 

110.0 

112.0 

162.1 

163.6 

67.18 

66.53 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING • ONTARIO  MINES 

SALARIES 

55  Lake  St.  Clair 

2.8 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

159.2 

164.3 

218.9 

227.0 

64.57 

64.90 

A  -  Border 

2.2 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

159.2 

164.3 

218.9 

227.0 

64.57 

64.90  | 

58  Northeastern  Ontario 

78.8 

May  1/55 
June  1/55 

116.0 

116.1 

161.0 

159.7 

74.43 

73.78 

A  -  Clay  Belt 

lj-7.6 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

104.8 

105.6 

l4o.6 

142.8 

69.27 

69.81 

B  -  Nickel  Range 

26.6 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

137.7 

139.9 

189.8 

193.1 

80.18 

80.34 

C  -  Sault 

4.6 

June  1/55 
July  I/55 

147.6 

152.2 

224.5 

238.6 

83.45 

85.96 

59  Lakehead  -  Northwestern 
Ontario 

9.0 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

82.2 

86.9 

110.4 

116.8 

71.62 

71.69 

ALL  REGIONS 

100.0 

June  l/55 
July  1/55 

115.0 

117.7 

158.9 

163.9 

73-32 

73-88 

x 


A 
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EMPLOYMENT  INDEXES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  ONTARIO  -  FIRST  SIX  MONTHS  1955/1954 


AVERAGE  WEEKLY 

- --EMPLOYMENT -  WAGES  &  SALARIES 

Av.  1st  i,  Change  Av.  1st  $  Change 

6  months  1st  6  months  6  months  1st  6  months 

1955  1955/1954  1935  _ 1955/1954 


(1949  =  100) 


T 


orestry  (chiefly  logging) 

Mining 
Gold  (a) 

Other  metal  (b) 

Manuf  ac  turi ng 

Food  &  beverages 
Meat  products 

Canned  &  preserved  fruits  &  vegetables 
Bread  &  other  bakery  products 
Rubber  products 
Leather  products 

Boots  &  shoes  (except  rubber) 

Textile  products  (except  clothing) 

Cotton  yarn  &  broad  -woven  goods 
Woollen  goods 
Clothing  (textile  &  fur) 

Men's  clothing 
Women's  clothing 
Knit  goods 
Wood  products 

Saw  &  planing  mills 
Fur  ni  ture 
Paper  products 

Pulp  &  paper  mills 
Other  paper  products 
Printing,  publishing  &  allied  ind. 

Iron  &  steel  products 
Agricultural  implements 
Iron  castings 
Machinery  manufacturing 
Primary  iron  &  steel 
Sheet  metal  products 
Transportation  equipment 
Aircraft  &  parts 
Motor  vehicles 

Motor  vehicle  parts  &  accessories 
Railroad  &  rolling  stock  equipment 
Non-ferrous  metal  products 
Brass  &  copper  products 
Smelting  &  refining 
Electrical  apparatus  &  supplies 
Non -metallic  mineral  products 
Chemical  products 
onstruction 
Building  &  structures 
Highways,  bridges  and  streets 
Transportation,  storage  &  comm. 

Steam  railways 
Electric  &  motor  trans. 

Communication 


T 


79.3 

-  4.9 

*  63.73 

6.1 

112.9 

1.6 

73.37 

2.2 

80.1 

8.2 

66.16 

2.2 

165.1 

-  2.8 

81.10 

2.9 

106.6 

-  2.5 

66.26 

4.3 

94.6 

0.3 

58.35 

3.0 

116.4 

2.2 

66.55 

2.8 

71.5 

5.6 

53.20 

3.9 

99.8 

2.6 

52.94 

0.2 

98.4 

-  1.8 

69.06 

6.8 

86.9 

-  4.9 

47.95 

3.3 

91.7 

-  3-7 

43.69 

2.0 

82.8 

2.1 

53*68 

4.8 

95.1 

8.4 

47.30 

6.7 

64.9 

0.3 

50.01 

3.0 

82.5 

-  6.2 

44.91 

3.8 

92.1 

-  6.7 

44.36 

2.8 

91.8 

-  2.9 

45.37 

1.5 

70.4 

-  9.0 

44.37 

4.9 

92.2 

-  1.5 

52.91 

3.7 

82.3 

0.5 

51.05 

1.3 

101.8 

-  1.2 

54.73 

4.8 

109.6 

-  0.2 

72.29 

4.0 

113*8 

2.5 

79.34 

3-0 

104.0 

-  4.0 

61.85 

4.9 

113*3 

2.9 

'  69.37 

3.4 

97 .6 

-  3.5 

70.62 

4.3 

70.7 

-  1.7 

70.97 

1.4 

83.0 

-  5.4 

69.50 

5-6 

107.9 

-  4.9 

68.98 

2.5 

110.5 

0.6 

76.92 

5.5 

98.5 

-  4.7 

65.74 

3.7 

142.3 

-  5.8 

76.31 

7-9 

540.8 

-  2.3 

76.52 

2.1 

119.9 

-  5.1 

82.48 

13.4 

117.6 

0.3 

71.89 

7.7 

89.2 

-  13.4 

66.93 

0.5 

113.6 

-  1.8 

70.31 

3-2 

102.5 

-  0.5 

69.77 

6.9 

136.7 

0.8 

77.80 

2.4 

132.7 

-  3.6 

67.32 

2.1 

114.1 

2.7 

67.75 

3.4 

115.8 

-  0.2 

70.52 

3.9 

101.5 

-  5.0 

64.28 

3.5 

96.0 

-  11.4 

69.ll 

5.0 

115.7 

12.7 

53.89 

3.6 

106.6 

0.7 

64.95 

2.8 

99.7 

-  2.3 

65.84 

1.1 

115.7 

1.2 

67.74 

3.7 

125.O 

5-9  59.39 

CONTINUED  ON 

6.9 
PAGE  8. 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT,  BY  REGIONS,  REPORTED  BY  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 
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SUMMARY 

By  mid  September,  the  influence  of  seasonal  factors  in  such  industries 
as  agriculture,  tourism,  food  processing  and  motor  vehicle  manufacturing  had 
resulted  in  some  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  persons  with  jobs  in  the  Province.  The 
total  at  September  17th  -  1,986,000  -  represented  a  drop  of  over  60,000  over  the 
month  but  stood  about  the  same  amount  higher  than  at  the  same  date  last  year.  The 
effects  of  the  automotive  strike,  which  idled  an  estimated  17,000  persons  as  of 
September  19th,  are  not  reflected  in  these  figures. 

Increased  activity  in  most  branches  of  manufacturing  except  those  noted 
above  and  a  seasonal  drop  in  labour  force  participation  were  responsible  for  a  de¬ 
cline  over  the  month  in  the  number  of  applications  for  employment.  As  of  September 
15th  some  71>300  applications  were  on  file  as  compared  with  100,500  a  year  earlier 
and  78,300  a  month  ago.  All  regions  of  the  Province  shared  in  the  improved  employ¬ 
ment  picture  over  the  year,  the  greatest  increases  in  activity  being  recorded  in 
the  Niagara,  Lake  St.  Clair,  Northeastern  Ontario  and  the  Upper  Grand  River  Regions. 

Industrial  production  has  continued  to  advance,  notable  gains  for  the 
year  to  date  being  recorded  in  primary  iron  and  steel  (4o  percent),  motor  vehicles 
(26  percent)  and  refined  nickel  .(13. 5  percent). 

Payrolls  in  the  non -agricultural  industries  of  the  Province  in  eight 
months  of  1955  were  4  percent  above  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  total  value  of  construction  contracts  awarded  in  Ontario  in  nine 
months  of  this  year  totalled  $934.8  million,  an  amount  almost  equal  to  the  total  for 
twelve  months  of  195*+  and  33*1  percent  higher  than  the  nine -month  total  for  last 
year.  All  categories  restered  increases  in  the  nine -month  comparison,  the  largest 
being  recorded  in  the  engineering  division  -  130.8  percent. 

Among  the  largest  projects  recorded  during  September  were:  a  mining 
development  near  Bancroft  ($6  million)  and  two  housing  developments  in  Metropolitan 
Toronto  ($6  million). 

,  ‘  eight  months  of  this  year  to  date  the  estimated  value  of  retail  trade 

totalled  $3-2  billion  an  increase  of  7  percent  in  relation  to  the  same  period  of 
195*+.  All  categories  shared  in  this  increase  with  the  exception  of  outlets  handling 
women's  clothing  (down  1.4  percent)  restaurants  (down  0.4  percent)  and  hardware 
stores  (unchanged).  The  largest  sales  increases  accrued  to  the  following  groups: 
motor  vehicle  -  19.2  percent  and  lumber  and  building  material  (12  percent).  Depart¬ 
ment  store  sales  during  the  month  of  September  were  estimated  to  be  13.2  percent 
above  the  same  month  of  last  year  and  data  for  the  week  ending  October  8th  indicates 
a  similar  increase. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  7« 

NOTE:  The  seventh  Annual  Economic  Survey  of  Ontario  (1955)  contains  300  pages  of 
data  relating  to  the  postwar  economic  development  of  the  Province.  This 
publication  is  available  on  request  at  a  price  of  two  dollars  ($2.00)  per 
copy.  Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  the  "Treasurer  of  Ontario." 


INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


INDICATORS 

UNIT 

LABOUR  FORCE 

No. 

People  with  Jobs 

No. 

People  without  Jobs 

No. 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index ( 1 ) 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Index (1) 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index (2) 

Manufacturing  (Ont.  50$) 

Index (2) 

Durable  Goods 

Index (2) 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index (2) 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

'000  Tons 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  76$) 

'000  Tons 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 

Million  lbs. 

Motor  Vehicles  (Ont.  98$) 

(’000) 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$)  Index (2) 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

'000  Tons 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

'000  Cars 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index ( 1 ) 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2) 

Farm  Price  Index (Ontario) 

Index (2) 

RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million 

Department  Stores 

$  Million 

Men's  Clothing 

$  Million 

Women's  Clothing 

$  Million 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million 

Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio  $  Million 

Television  Receiving  Sets 

(’000) 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

(’000) 

Financed 

(’000) 

CONSTRUCTION 

COtitr&cts  Awarded: 

’  Total 

$  Million 

Residential 

$  Million 

Business 

$  Million 

Industrial 

$  Million 

Engineering 

$  Million 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million 

Housing:  Starts 

No. 

Completions 

No. 

Non  Residential  Building 
Materials  (Canada) 

Index (1) 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 
(Canada) 

Index ( 1 ) 

DATE 

CURRENT 

FIGURE 

YEAR  TO 
DATE 
1955/54 
+  or  - 

SAME 
MONTH 
1955/54 
+  or  - 

CURRENT 

PREVIOUS 

MONTH 

+  or  - 

~T~ 

"T* 

$ 

Aug. 

2,087c0 

+  1.6 

+  2.5 

+ 

0.9 

Aug. 

2,048.0 

+  1.9 

+  3.5 

+ 

0.7 

Aug. 

39.0 

-  7-9 

-  32.8 

+ 

8.3 

Aug. 

115.4 

+  0.4 

+  3-7 

- 

0.3 

Aug. 

165.4 

+  4.0 

+  6.8 

- 

0.4 

July 

265.8 

+  7.4 

+  11.4 

- 

4.1 

July 

268.0 

+  5.8 

+  11.1 

- 

5.4 

July 

322.8 

+  5.9 

+  13.5 

- 

4.0 

July 

232.9 

+  5.6 

+  9-0 

- 

6.7 

Aug. 

288.9 

+  4o.4 

+  73-4 

+ 

8.3 

Aug. 

379.7 

+  39-0 

+  60.9 

+ 

6.9 

July 

29.I 

+  13.5 

+  12.8 

- 

2.0 

Sept . 

18.8 

+  26.3 

+110.1 

- 

22.0 

July 

438.9 

+  6.4 

+  13.8 

- 

4.2 

Aug. 

2,077-3 

+  10.4 

+  11.9 

+ 

3»5 

Sept. 

252.3 

+  12.4 

+  21.4 

- 

0.7 

Sept. 

116.8 

+  0.2 

+  2.6 

+ 

0.3 

Aug. 

219.6 

n.c. 

+  1.8 

+ 

0.5 

Aug. 

254.6  . 

-  1.7 

+  0.9 

- 

0.9 

Aug. 

4io.i 

+  7-0 

+  12.6 

4.1 

Aug. 

76.4 

+  5*0 

+  7.9 

-• 

3.5 

Aug. 

25.5 

+  7.3 

+  13-4 

+ 

19.O 

Aug. 

5.3 

+  3*6 

+  2.7 

• 

1 6.6 

Aug. 

5.9 

-  1.4 

-  1.5 

- 

11.3 

Aug. 

16.7 

+  12.0 

+  16.7 

+ 

9-1 

Aug. 

16.7 

+  3.7 

+  7.1 

- 

5.2 

July 

10.6 

+  8.2 

+  10.6 

+ 

31.7 

Aug. 

19.0 

+  22.2 

+  51.4 

+ 

4.8 

Aug. 

8.4 

+  23.1 

+  61.6 

- 

2.4 

Sept. 

102.5 

+  33.1 

+  34;  3 

19.6 

Sept. 

39-7 

+  23.0 

-  10.6 

- 

16.7 

Sept. 

30.4 

+  1.7 

+  68.9 

+ 

92.4 

Sept. 

5.3 

+  23.4 

+  29.3 

- 

80.7 

Sept. 

27.1 

+130.8 

+176.5 

- 

26.7 

Sept. 

5.8 

-  6.9 

+  9.2 

- 

9.0 

Aug. 

83.3 

+  9.2 

+  6.5 

+ 

7.8 

Aug. 

6,145.0 

+  21.9 

+  4o.4 

+ 

9-5 

Aug. 

3,359.0 

+  24.2 

+  2.1 

- 

8.8 

Aug. 

124.2 

+  0.1 

+  2.6 

+ 

1.6 

Aug. 

125.2 

+  1-7 

+  2.6 

+ 

0.5 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 
Life  Insurance  Sales 
Industrial  Stock 


$  Million  Augo 
$  Million  Aug. 
Index(3)  Sept. 


6,057-8  +  9-7 

78.7  +  21.2 

419.1  +  18.7 


+  21.5  -  5.1 
+  22.3  -  10.9 
+  26.5  +  5. 


* 
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Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 
FOOTNOTES : 

(1)  19*4-9  s  ioo 

(2)  1935-39  =  100 

(3)  last  half  of  1933  s  100 

(4)  Producers'  domestic  sales 

All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (1)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide's  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  -reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


MANUFACTURING  FACTORY  PLANS  APPROVED 
-  September  1955  - 


By  Regions  By  Industries 


Eastern  Ontario 

$  387,000 

Food 

$1,051,200 

Lake  Ontario 

520,000 

Tobacco 

8,000 

Metropolitan 

1,999,100 

Leather 

109,000 

Niagara 

746, 000 

Clothing 

60,000 

Lake  Erie 

372,000 

Wood 

284,900 

Lake  St.  Clair 

1,421,000 

Pulp  and  Paper 

204,000 

Upper  Grand  R. 

190,000 

Printing  and  Publishing 

85,000 

Georgian  Bay 

19,900 

Iron  and  Steel 

654,000 

Northeastern 

139,100 

Transportation  Equipment 

691,000 

Lake  he  ad 

- 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

647,000 

Electrical 

451,000 

Non-Metallic  Minerals 

481,000 

TOTAL 

$5,794,100 

Petroleum  and  Coal 

319,000 

Chemical 

590,000 

Miscellaneous 

159,000 

TOTAL 

$5,79*4,100 

Source  of  Original 

Figures : 

Ontario  Department  of  Labour, 

Factory 

Inspection  Branch. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
■  IN  THE  NEW  ECONOMIC  REGIONS  OF  ONTARIO  (l) 


w 

100) 

Index 

of 

Weekly 

Wages 

and 

Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment 

Payrolls 

Salaries 

S 

6l.  4l 
61.54 

50 

Eastern  Ontario 

6.7 

July  1/55 
Aug.  1/55 

114.8 

115.0 

170.0 

170.6 

A 

-  Ottawa  Valley 

3-3 

July  1/55 
Aug.  l/55 

110.9 

110.9 

167.3 

I67.O 

60.55 

60.45 

B 

-  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

3A 

July  1/55 
Aug.  I/55 

II8.9 

119.3 

172.6 

174.1 

62.26 

62.60 

51 

Lake  Ontario 

4.0 

July  l/55 
Aug.  l/55 

105.5 

102.2 

154.2 

148.9 

60.58 

60.33 

52 

Metropolitan 

40.6 

July  1/55 
Aug.  l/55 

121.8 

120.1 

182.5 

178.1 

67.59 
•  66.87 

53 

Niagara 

18.6 

July  1/55 
Aug.  I/55 

102.0 

101.3 

145.6 

145.4 

68.55 

68.96 

A 

-  Burlington 

11.7 

July  1/55 
Aug .  1/55 

97-9 

97.5 

138.9 

138.4 

67.43 

67.43 

B 

-  Niagara 

6.9 

July  1/55 
Aug.  1/55 

109.8 

108.5 

157.8 

158.4 

70.45 

71.58 

54 

Lake  Erie 

5.0 

July  1/55 
Aug.  l/55 

112.4 

111.1 

166.6 

164.4 

60 '.82 
60.73 

55 

Lake  St.  Clair 

9*4 

July  1/55 
Aug.  1/55 

108.4 

106.4 

150.4 

148.5 

70. 4o 
70.78 

A 

-  Border 

7.8 

July  l/55 
Aug.  1/55 

107.2 

104.6 

145.1 

141.6 

68.78 

68.79 

B 

-  Lamb ton 

1.6 

July  l/55 
Aug.  I/55 

114.6 

116.2 

179.^ 

186.3 

78.53 

80.42 

56 

Upper  Grand  River 

7-1 

July  1/55 
Aug.  1/55 

96.9 

96.4 

l4o.o 

137.1 

58.20 

57.28 

57 

Georgian  Bay 

2.2 

July  I/55 
Aug.  1/55 

112.5 

109.4 

162.4 

158.9 

53.84 

54.18 

A 

-  Blue  Water 

1.9 

July  1/55 
Aug.  1/55 

97.6 

99.0 

i4o.3 

143.2 

51.43 

51.75 

B 

--  Highlands 

0.3 

July  1/55 
Aug.  I/55 

110.2 

106.3 

158.0 

154.8 

53.12 

53.91 

58 

Northeastern  Ontario 

4.5 

July  I/55 
Aug.  1/55 

126.4 

129.4 

174.1 

172.8 

74.08 

71.85 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers,  reported  by.  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics., 


7 


Weekly 

Index 

Wages 

of 

and 

Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment 

Payrolls 

Salaries 

- T - 

A  -  Clay  Belt 

1.2 

July  1/55 

126.3 

171.4 

9 

70.11 

Aug.  1/55 

129.7 

176.0 

70.11 

B  -  Nickel  Range 

1.7 

July  1/55 

126.8 

178.2 

78.66 

Aug.  1/55 

130.1  . 

l8l.8 

78.14 

C  -  Sault 

1.6 

July  1/55 

126.1 

171.6 

72.37 

Aug.  l/55 

128.3 

160.6 

66.56 

59  -  Lakehead  -  Northwestern 

1.9 

July  1/55 

117.1 

165.7 

74.66 

Ontario 

Aug.  1/55 

120.9 

171.1 

74.69 

ALL  REGIONS 

100.0 

July  1/55 

112.1 

163.7 

66.50 

Aug.  1/55 

111.2 

161.5 

66 . 16 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL 

INDICES  AND 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND 

SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING ‘ONTARIO  MINES 

55  Lake  St.  Clair 

2.8 

July  1/55 

148.1 

206.2 

64.02 

Aug.  1/55 

148.7 

206.0 

63.73 

A  -  Border 

2.2 

July  1/55 

164.3 

227.0 

64.90 

Aug.  l/55 

164.8 

228.0 

64.99 

58  Northeastern  Ontario 

78.8 

July  1/55 

116.3 

162.0 

74.56 

Aug.  l/55 

116.5 

161.6 

74.27 

A  -  Clay  Belt 

47.6 

July  1/55 

103.8 

l4l.4 

70.11 

Aug.  l/55 

104.0 

i4o.6 

69.54 

B  -  Nickel  Range 

26.6 

July  1/55 

139.9 

193.1 

80.34 

Aug.  l/55 

139.6 

193.3 

80.56 

C  -  Sault 

4.6  ■ 

July  1/55 

152.2 

238.6 

85.96 

• 

Aug.  l/55 

154.7 

241.1 

85.49 

59  Lakehead  -  Northwestern 

9.0 

July  1/55 

86.9 

116.8 

71.69 

Ontario 

Aug.  l/55 

87.2 

121.3 

74.11 

ALL  REGIONS 

100.0 

July  l/55 

118.2 

164.8 

74.01 

Aug.  1/55 

118.5 

165.8 

74.22 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  3. 

Other  economic  indicators  give  emphasis  to  the  overall  increase  in  the 
tempo  of  economic  activity  during  this  year  to  date.  During  the  first  eight  months 
of  1955 >  the  consumption  of.  electricity,  value  of  cheques  cashed  and  life  insurance 
sales  exceeded  the  comparable  totals  for  1954  by  10.4,  9.7  and  21.2  percent, 
respectively. 


